THE  ECHO  OF THE  PROVERB
be worried for ever whether the existent means will
suffice to help every one of them; never to be able
to enjoy one's own wealth, because family feeling
will not permit a man to enjoy the pleasant things
of life that are denied to his relatives. We were
much disgusted by a saying like the following which
was quoted over and over again: " If the father
shares his money with the son, both may laugh; if
the son shares his money with the father, both may
weep." We had a distinct feeling that this view was
utterly wrong. Most certainly we were ready to give
up everything for our beloved father, to make what-
ever sacrifice might be demanded from us. And yet
the proverb would have it that it was only the father
who enjoyed helping his son, while the son would be
sorry if he had to care for his father. As frequently
happened, this proverb refers to unconscious
psychic impulses.
Much to our astonishment we overheard pro-
verbial phrases about our staff. Our highly
esteemed cooks, for instance, were characterized as
" paid enemies." In this connection a hypothetical
possibility of God's having a family suddenly arose.
" If God's sister was a servant, she would be not
better than this one," which meant that our
present maid was not much good, but it was no use
sending her away; the next would be the same.
On the whole it was astonishing what a strange
part God played in these proverbs. One phrase
confirmed God's omnipotence when it said: " If
God will it, a broom will fire shots.3' The broom's
function as a gun was indeed a funny idea. After all,
it was not quite clear why God should use a broom
when He was able, in His omnipotence, to make a
gun or a revolver go off. On the other hand, there
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